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Mother dedicates children's museum in memory of slain 
son 
Tuesday December 07, 2004 

NEW YORK (AP) More than 10 years after her son was gunned down on the 
Brooklyn Bridge, Devorah Halberstam celebrated the grand opening of the Jewish 
Children's Museum today with a dedication to the memory of her slain child. 

Halberstam called the museum ``the answer to terrorism.'' The ribbon-cutting, timed to 
coincide with the first night of Hannukah, was created to memorialize Ari Halberstam, 
a 16 year-old who was shot and killed in 1994 when a Muslim gunman opened fire on 
a van of Hasidic students crossing the Brooklyn Bridge. 

One of the musuem's aims is to promote peace and understanding among children of 
all backgrounds. It is located in Crown Heights, the neighborhood where rioting 
erupted in 1991 after 7-year-old Gavin Cato, who was black, was struck and killed by 
an ultra-Orthodox Jewish driver. Three hours later, a group of angry blacks shouting 
``Get the Jew!'' stabbed Jewish scholar Yankel Rosenbaum, who later died. 

The museum's opening was attended by Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton, Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, former Mayor Rudolph Guliani and other elected officials and 
community leaders. 

About 100 children played in the museum, which includes a 12-foot spinning top, 
called a dreidel, ``matzoh balls'' the size of volleyballs, and an indoor minature golf 
course with lessons on ``major Jewish life events.'' 

Ten-year-old Tafari King of Brooklyn said ``it seems more fun than a regular 
museum.'' 

The museum aims to speak to children on their own terms. Instead of a standard 
exhibit explaining kosher food, the museum has a model kosher grocery store, where 
children can pretend to shop for food. A game show room features a trivia game called 
``Jewpardy. 

The building, the result of 10 years of planning and construction, cost more than $30 
(M) million dollars and features computer labs, a library, a movie theater, more than 80 
different activities, and a community center. 

= 

On the Net: 

Jewish Chilren's Museum: http://www.jcmonline.org 

(Copyright 2004 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.) 
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Jimmy Sturr's 18-year Grammy nomination streak ends  
Man sentenced to at least 40 years for shooting teens who threw egg at him  
Families embrace, cry as House passes intelligence reform  
Lawmakers OK Benefits For NYC Firefighter Killed In Iraq  
Mother dedicates children's museum in memory of slain son  

 

In the interest of timeliness, this story is fed directly from the newswire and may contain occasional
typographical errors. 

CBS 2 Video  

 Magee Hickey reports school's back in session at a troubled LI high school. 
 Two-alam fire at Con-Edison building. Andrea Stassou reports from the scene. 
 Talk about improvement! Dave Price has the Wednesday weather forecast. 
 House of Representatives passes intelligence reform bill, Mario Bosquez reports. 
 Baseball players union to act against steroid use, Chris Wragge reports. 
 Tests can tell what's left on a woman's biological clock, Dr. David Marks reports. 
 Doctors suspect birth control patch caused a woman's stroke, Ernie Anastos reports. 
 Children found living in horrible conditions in Hackensack, Tony Aiello reports. 
 Parents express outrage over events at Wyandanch High, Hazel Sanchez reports. 
 NYC firefighters want commissioner to resign, Marcia Kramer reports.  
Create Your Own Newscast Here  
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SPONSORED LINKS  

IRS Tax Help - New York City 
Schedule a free consultation in our New York City office. Let our expert team of ex-IRS 
agents, tax attorneys and accountants reduce your back taxes and settle debt for pennies 
on the dollar. 
www.jkharris.com 

New York Real Estate - RealEstate.com 
Search New York home listings, new homes for sale, find a REALTOR® and get pre-
qualified for a home loan. Get a free gift card worth $2000, and more! 
www.realestate.com 

Single in NYC? Try Speed Dating! 
Pre-Dating is the national speed dating company for single professionals with monthly 
events in New York City and 65 other cities. Go on many face-to-face mini-dates in 1 
night. 
www.pre-dating.com 

Discount Wine and Spirits 
Visit our newly expanded and improved store in Clifton, NJ - just a short drive from 
Manhattan! We offer some of the finest wines and spirits from around the world, wine 
tastings, and more. 
www.shoppersvineyard.com 

Meet New York Singles at Metrodate.com 
Find someone special in New York at Metrodate.com! Metrodate.com features free photo, 
video and voice member profiles. Create a free profile today, or try a free search. 
www.metrodate.com 
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